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1. Your Eminence, on an occasion You have stated that “all until there are national-chauvinists
in the SOC, there are no conditions to continue the negotiations”, and the reason for Your
reaction is the repeated intensification of the negative pressure on the MOC, at which the
Serbian Church is using all its connections in Orthodoxy to blacken us. Do You as an Episcope
of the MOC who has behind him a large flock and responsibility for its spiritual life and salva-
tion still believe there should be 3 third side involved in the dispute?

It is necessary to continue the dialogue between the MOC and the SOC, not for the good of
the MOC, but for the well-being of Orthodoxy. However, we need to provide conditions for
this. The most primary condition, in conformity with the ecclesiastical method of solving

problems, is repentance, that is, forgiving and asking forgiveness.
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| think that after all that has happened we should let certain period pass during which the state
of affairs should settle. Meanwhile each side must refrain from any activity that leads to stirring
the passions up again. Perhaps it is better to wait for the election of 3 new Patriarch in Serbia to
pass as well, because by this we will avoid the manifestation of extreme negotiators on the
Serbian side who would prove among themselves who is 3 greater protector of the Serbian
national interests in the struggle forthe patriarchal throne, to the detriment of the dialogue.
This is the experience so far. By all appearances we should also wait for the outcome of the

developments in Montenegro, since the resolution of the Montenegrin issue in the heads of
the bearers of the idea for Greater Serbia who are participants in the Assembly of the SOC is
essentially connected with the resolution of the Macedonian issue. There could be created
rather good conditions to solve the church dispute with the SOC provided the current dispute
over the name of our state with the Republic of Greece were solved, for which the odds are we
should also wait for 3 while.
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Jn the Macedonian Orthodox (hurch - Ohrid Archdiocese the envisaged consecrations of the
new E_Piscopes are near comPletion, and there are few more strategica”g imPortant, yet vacant
Episcopeﬂ sces that should be occuPiecL After the MOC has also consolidated its lines, then
in a more PowerFul 1ine~uP and from new Positions we could meet and continue the ta”<s, and this
most Probably under the Patronagc of the Russian Ortlwoc{ox Church.

Tl’nrough his letters and statements, Fatriarch Alckscg ” has already appcarcd as an authority
who c]isagrees with the current state of affairs and solutions and who calls the two (Churches to
return at the Aialogue table. The Russian FPatriarch and (Church will not miss the oPPortunftg
with the resolution of such a key Prob[em, as is this one between the Macedonian Or’choc‘ox
Church and the Serbian Orthodox (Church, to take over the Ieading Position in the Orthodox
Church de facto, Par‘ticularlg because they are not Passionate - unlike both the Grecks and the
Serbs - about the Pastoral and historical fact of the existence of the Macedonian nation. [t is
not gooc{ in this case that the SO has so far bg all means avoided the mediation of the Rus-

sian [atriarch. T he Constantinopolitan Patriarch and some Episcopes around him despite

their goocl will and intention to help could be hard put to it in the current circumstances.
[Fence, there is a necessity for a third authoritative party as a witness and assistant in the dia-

logue, esPeciallg because the arguments are on our side. |t will be bad if we show ourselves
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incaPa}JIe, and so the | ord interferes clirectlg into the resolution of the Problem. The | ord will
certafnlfj find some solution, on!3 most Probably it will not be Pleasant to anyone. Tﬂistory has
shown us that onlg under the 501«3 of oPPrcssion imPosch I:)g Pcople of other faith do we rec-
ognize each other as brothers. On!y, this is a solution for the insensible. T here is a solution for
the sensiHe, yet about this in its time.

2 Ferl’xaPs it is understandable to the Orthodox faithful that other Orthodox E_Pfscopes
think theg are warranted injuclging what fs{ust and what not in our case, however, it is com-

Pletelg incomprehensible that Vatican spoke out in defense of the schismatics, sicling with them.
What dangcr to the whole Orthodox C]ﬂristian communitg lurks behind all this?

All of us who live in the so-called Western Ba”(ans must realize that we are susceptible to and
live the closed space effect. T hat space is formed !33 the various religious, national, language,
communication, economic, cultural, territorial, visa, and other barriers which interpose between
us and Europe, between us and the world. Sometimes owing to this we may feel as if we lived
in a kind of an cxpcrimental space; a space where the main cxPerimcnts are Pchormcd }33 means
of the mass-media.

All this is an excellent base for the Serbian Propaganc{a machine to sPreacl uncontrolled the
kind of information it wants to tlﬁrouglﬁ our media. Umcortunatelg this is done with the help of
some of our media PeoPIe upon whom it is incumbent to control the reliabilitg of these Pieces of |
information, who nonetheless let ever}jthing served }33 Bclgracle pass uncontrolled here in our
midst due to their frustrations thcy are not aware of, or on purpose. T hus for instance, the
Serbian Propagancla machine has found two uninformed people from Brussels (note: not from
London or Faris) to state somctl‘ling about the a”egeci insufficient respect of the re|igious
rigl’lts and freedom in R. Macedonia, and has carried this througlﬂ its media - and certainlg,
afterwards through ours as well, as if through its own - and this all with the aim to create the
imPression that the [T uropean (Jnion is ogiciany scncling a message to us and in this way to
press our Statc. On the other hanc{, ncar]g none of our statements has been carried through
the Serbian media into the Serbian Public.

|t is the same with Vatican. | here, too, some of the Serbian E_Piscopes have used their con-
nections and affiliations in the Ministrg of ]:oreign Affairs of \atican and got certain courtesy
statement in favor of Vraniskovski which theg afterwards spread here through the media as if it
were serious. Nevertheless, that is not the way things are at all. VVatican is much too well
informed to afford the quury of it and tarnish its rcPutation getting scriously involved in the
unfair Plag of some individuals in the Asscmblg of the SOC.

Stfn we must also bear in mind that in all these or at similar future reactions there may Possib!3
be a great deal of Poli’cics as well. T herefore, as a (Church we, too, need to be more active in
rePresentfng the truth about the MOC before the other Churcl’les, and also in the Part of

what is called ‘Pub!ic relations'.
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3 \When it comes to the notion ’sc/v/smat/c’, in Macedonia it is a!wa\ljs linked with one name...
T he name as a name and the person as a person are imPortant) yet crucial meaning in all this
has the definition of the Ohrid Archc{iocesc. IIC we go back to the roots, the church historg,

what does it mean?

| have alreaclg Pofnted out that the essential ecclesiastical name of the Macedonian Ortho&ox
Church is Ohrid Archdiocese. |n comcormitfj with the historical facts and the (Constitution of
our (hurch, at the C!ergg and Laitg Assembl\lj of the year 1958, in Ohrid, the Archdiocese
of Ohrid was restored as the MOC, and the Hcacl of the MOC was given the title
Archbishop of Ohrid and Macedonia; the SOC confirmed this
with its sgnocla| decision in 1959, and what is more imPortant, it con-
firmed this with the Liturgg at which the Serbian Patriarch (German
concelebrating with Archbishop Dositheus of Ohrid and
Macedonia along with Episcope Nicanor of Bai‘ca, on 19-07-~
1959 in Skop'c consecrated the ncwlg elected cPiscoPc (lement
of Frespa an Bitola‘ This origiﬂal and essential ecclesiastical
name of our (Church, at the meetings with the other sistcrly
Orthodox (Churches, so far has never been called into ques-
tion, a!tl’lough not everyone takes this Iightlfj.
T he Ohrid Archdiocese, as a (Church from this area, is
founded on a yct older Church from the sixth ccntury, and
this is the C]ﬁurch Justiniana Prima, at the time the third }35
honor among the Cl’wurcl‘nes, after Komc and
Constantinoplc |tis a church continuity that everyone may
envy. Some of the Ohrid arcl’lbislﬁops even signec{ as arch-

bishops of Justiniana Prima.
o nations in the course of the centuries have established their own cen-

The ncighborino

ters of state and church ower, tcaring oICF, Canonicaug or uncanonica”g (as for
instance the SO (), territories which had been under the c!ﬁurclﬂjurisc{iction of the
Ohrid Archdiocese. Jtis exactlfj this that proves t!’xeg had not known the Ohrid See
as their own church center, but t}wefj know well even now that it, with the Ohrid
umversit}j, is their sPiritual and cultural center - from here all up to Russia - and the
source of their ccclcsiastical, not to say even state identitg.

The genuine dignity of the Ohrid Archdiocese and its great historical role consist in
this. Divine Providence has Preservec{ the Ohrid church center as an axis around

which will take Place all the important events connected with the tem orary and eternal
survival, we”~being, and identit3 of the Macedonian Orthodox People. [f God is for us,

who can be against us?! We, tlﬂerefore, cannot and will not let anyone aPProPriate the name

Ohrid Archdiocese and the title Archbishop of Ohrid.
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- Accorc{ing to all we have seen, does it seem to You that in the last few years "on the back”
of the MOC there is a "silent war" going on against Orthodoxg in the rcgion and xcarther, i.e.
that the current c{ispute is used for accomPlislﬂing someone's geostrategic Politica! and religious

interests?

] would sooner say that we the Orthodox are to be blamed for all bad happening to
us and that "on the back” of the MO are merelg revealed the illness and Paralysis of
Or‘thocloxg, that is, the uttcrlg reduced and failed mission and the much Pai[ witness to (hrist
that we the Orthoclox give to the world. The illhess is called Cf:hnop/?y/etism Jn simple words, it
is when national interests, those that go bcgond the Pastoral dimensions and are transformed
into expan-
sionistic and
hegemonistic
ones,; are Put
before the
interests of
the C}’IUFC}’I
and before
the union
with (God,
for cventua”y
tl‘neg who do 2
50, Eeir\g left /§
without the
grace of the
r”ioly 5Pirit,
to lose both
the (Church and the nation; and we Forgct that the | ord said: Seck first the Kl'ngc/om of God
and all else shall be added toyou (Matt. 6:3 5)‘ We can observe the illness of Ortlﬂoc{oxg in

tl'xree OCCUrrcnces:

a) [Tirst and most consPicuous occurrence is the organization of the Churches in the diaspora
which is not in comcormitg with the sacred (Canons. |n accordance with the ho!\g (_anons of the
(Church in one town there should be only one E_Piscopc who heads the Church of all
Or’choc’ox C}‘uristians that live in it (Canon 8 of the | [ cum. Council, etc.). [Flowever, since
Orthodox (Churches in the diaspora are organizec{ }.)3 the Princip!e of ethnic affiliation, tl‘reg
aPPoint for cach ethnic community its own Episcope. [Hence, it l’laPPens one city to have as
many as over ten Orthodox Episcopes, which is not in comcormitg with the sacred (Canons of
the Church, and also with Orthoc{ox clogmatics in the part of Christo!ogg and ccclcsiology.
Among clse, it is an ominous sign as well - that is, a sign that among the local Orthodox
Churches there still last the exhausting inside~church and ethnic Figlﬁts for church and ethnic
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domination, which at the same time is also a real indication that we have temPorarily given up the
mission of the Churc]’x outwards, among them who have not 3et been reached b\lj the saving
grace of (God that dwells in it. T herefore, we do not see Orthodox faith in the cliasPora,
except incidcnta”g, to spread outside the Orthodox immigrant communities and their church
and club Prcmises. Ccr‘tainlg, owing to absence of sPiritua| life we also lose our own Ot‘thoclox
bclievcrs, csPeciang the young who do not even speak their mother tongue anymore - the lan-
guage which the (hurches, for their part, for the sake of Preserving the national, use in their
worsl’lfp. T he Macedonian Orthodox (Church is the least resPonsiHe for this, since it has onlg
fitted the last in the a|reac{3 existing scheme that the other (Churches had established until now
with no room left for another Pastoral choice, and therefore the MO is begond thcjudgmcnt
of any other Church as regards this issue.

b) Second occurrence is the failed mission of the (Churches that sprcac{ thcfrjurisc{iction
begond their ethnic borders. A characteristic and to us closest example of this is the SOC.
]:o”owing the end of World War ], its canonical jurisdiction was extended from Macedonia to
Slovenia. Still, as we have said, since the SOC as most of the Orthodox (Churches suffers
from ethno hglctism, its, we would say mcrelg national mission in that area, was left, natura”g,
devoid of the grace of the r’iolg SPirit and is a model of a total failure. |t means that all those
who feel as Serbs traditiona”g Participatc in its life, and all those who are members of another
natfonalitg, due to the attempt to be Force]cu”g attracted and Serbianized, turned away from
the Or‘thoc’ox Cl’lurch. For near13 a hundred years ru|fng in that arca the SOC litera”g can-
not boast it had baptized into Orthocioxg at least one Slovenian, at least one (roat, at least
one Posnian, at least one Albanian, at least one Hungarian. Yet, it has managed to estrange
from itself around 0% - 70% Montencgrins who because of this are organizing their scparate
Church, and it can also boast with the demonic idea it allcged|9 separatcd three million
Macedonians from the community with the other Orthodox (Churches. |t is an evil intention
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that first of all ruins them spirituallg, not a real spfritual and church state of affairs.
c) T hird occurrence is the failed mission of the ("hurches inside their ethnic borders. Since
ethnophyletism estranges cler59 from the grace of the r‘lo[zj Spirit, it cannot be (Christ's wit-
ness, that is, it is not capablc to pass the road of Purhcication, i”umination, and deification, nor
to lead others along it. | herefore we have many traditional (Christians who are that just }39
some inertia, and a few such who truly walk the narrow road, bcaring Eumblg and with t}‘nanksgiv—
ing the cross of (Christ. |ndicators of this state of affairs are our empty churches. Statistics is
disastrous and harsh. Out of the hundred percent of Orthodox Population that lives in a given
Orthodox country barely 0.5% attend the Sunday worshiP. This happens for examP]e in
Macedonia as wc”, which, to be 1Cair, stacks up somehow well against the other Orthodox coun-~
tries; here out of 1 ,600,000 Orthoc{ox Pcop[e onlg 8,000 believers attend the Sundag servic-
e ]n SCrbia the Pcrcentagc of attendance at the Sunc{ay services is even lower. On the
major {:easts, as are Fasclﬁa or Tlﬂcop}vang, this Figure reaches onlg from 10% to | 5%. Now,
how many are they among these 0.5% who regular13 attend the Sun&ag worship that regularly
confess and communicate and live under the guidance of a sPirituaI father, that is another ques-
tion. | we check this as well, then we will face crushing facts and Figures. So, c{espitc such an
alarming state of affairs in all of us, to great wonder and shame Orthodox Cl’mrches still occu-
Y themselves with their struggle for ascendancg. Tl"ICFC]COFC, the words of an ordinarg man, a
taxi driver from Belgracle hit the rigl’ut note: "\What are these Episcopes of ours doing in
Macedonia anyway? [f theg rea”\lj wanted to work, theg have f:nougl’l to do here as welll [t sim-
P!3 makes us cry out: T he taxi driver for an Eloiscope, and some Episcopes - for taxi drivers!®
Thcse are the genuine Problems the Orthodox Church is Facing in the present, which should be
}Drought to light and solvcd, rather than be continuously, conscious]g or not, dcepcncclA Such a
state of affairs is a sign that the local ePiscoPa] (Churches are led }Jg Episcopes who have not
yet been Purhciecl from their Passions} and their inner susceptibi!itg to Passions, Particu!arlg to
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the Passion of ethnophyletism and to the higlﬂ oPinion of themselves, reflects as an internal inter

church strugglc for power.

We do not see a visible Physical Pcrsccution against the Orthodox Church in the present,

which, for its part, corresponc{s with the inner spiritual maturity, especia“g with the ghct of the
mind-and-heart prayer in the Persecutecl‘ Jt would

W‘u) had the %Ljﬂod for years tolerated the willfulness of the have been a testament to its maturity in this his-
dePo:-cd Jovan there were no measures taken even when a torical moment and our consolation.

cleric of the f\/\O(/ indicted him for his evident criminal dceds,

nor had you reacted while he had Pex‘sistently violated the 7, Reccntl9 we have witnessed the last of the
MOC Constitution. Do You not think that the blame for many pressures on the MOC }39 which now the
the P'ar'a”el church happeninv to us in the present may be put acquittal of Vranizkovski is being lobbied for. |s
on the inactivity of the SLJHOG too? Vraniskovski making anew religious community or
Tl’we T—‘Iolg (“)Ljnod of the ’\/\OC tolerates a great deal of xf c{estroging the MOC” Also: whg is he not tried
btartlng from itself and then further on. l will not cxplam this in for embezzlement of the believers’ money, which is
details, still the ?o”owing is essential: not a single evil thought a criminal offence obvious to a”, butis rather sen-
a man has accepted in his heart, not a single evil word a man tenced for the criminal offence of sprcac/fng
has spo‘.(en, not a single evil deed a manis cloing will escape national and re igious hatred, which is harder to
Punis‘nment unless he repents for this. T hisis a spiritual law. prove before the West?

Tl’wat is, if a man does not rePent for the evil he has clone, this The attack against these three components ~the
will incvitably appear as an obstacle in his life in one way or clcrgy and Iaity, the name of the Clﬁurch and the
another: either as illness, or as some other misfortune, or as title of its [Jead, and also the Church property -
any kind of a failure which follows him in his life. [t is incumbent [ESIERIe T EgR e throug!’x which is marked
upon every C)rt"loclox C}'m:,tlan not to responcl with evil to and recognizecl every religious commum’tg,
ev1| but - with Good with prayer, with love. Onlq in this manner irre]cutablﬂ sPeaks that the chief goal of
do we give tl']e one who sinned a time for repentance and sal- Vraniskovski is annihilation of the MOC, not
vation, while we cfuard our soul from the consequences of the formation of a new religious communit\g. The fol-
evil. C/}’]l’lbt is thc sole ]udde No one can escape His }udd— lowing Pieces of evidence spcak of this:

ment; nor will anqone‘s domd evil be endILSslq tolerated. To T)’!c encroachment upon the Propertg that the
this ]udgmcnt From the moment of sinning, are liable all those MO sustained from Vraniskovski and his fol-
whom a human tribunal has not Ljef :,entemced The Sqnod lowers is the first indisputahle evidence. Among
decisions are Pas%ccl within the frames of the above said. the other, let us mention only the well known event
fjomcttmc:- sanctions are also aPPlled against certain impcn of trespass in the Bitola church of Saint
missible conduct as Providcd in the Canons} yet again in the Demetrius with the attempt to Per‘Form a rcligious

spirit of love, with a Pec]agogical obiective

i
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rite and the Physical clash he Provokec‘ inside it.] or this offence, along with the done detention,
he was sentenced to one year injail or two years on Probation. A part of the totaling two years
and six months imPrisonmcr\t heis serving at the moment is the one year he was given for his tres-
pass into the church in Pitola. After \/raniskovski and his own ones have seen that trespass
upon others' property is a very unPoPular and c!ﬁargeable criminal offence and have realized theg
do not have so many suPPor‘cers as to take over even one shrine, they abandoned this way of act-
ingin Practice, yet not comﬂetelg: in its decision to grant autonomy to its exarchate, the SOC
mentions certain Propcrties of its in R. Macedonia - although it has no such - which it leaves as a
legacy to its exarchists...

T he second inc{isputablc evidence is the imPermissible way in which Vraniskovskiis trying to reg-
ister his religious community, that is, the registration aPPlication in which he a Propriates the §F
originai, historical and essential ecclesiastical name of the MO, and this is the name 'Ohrid
Archdiocese‘. OF this further on sPeaks also the fact that he is ?alsely rePresenting himself in
the Public with the title ‘Archbishop of Ohrid', a part of the title borne bg the [Head of the
Macedonian Orthodox (hurch. T his is the sole and |egitimate reason due to which he was not
grantec{ the Pcrmission to register that religious communitys there is no other. | hatis all we need-
ed if after the liberation in 1 944 we had waited for the SOC and Vraniskovski all until the year
2005 to restore our Ohrid Archdiocese! We'd better not existed...

And the final inclisPutable evidence is the media attack he carried out against the Personal and
clerical integrity of the Episcopcs of the Macedonian Orthodox (Church - and this in a very
unclignigied and vu|gar way - as well as the attack against the integrity of the Church with the
denial of its Ho]g Sacraments along with the affront to the rc]igious and national {:eclings of the
Pcople in the Republic of Macedonia. APart from his Personal media appearance, this attack
was also made througl’l the religious calendars, church Periodicals, and the official website of the
Serbian exarchate, which is an additional aggravating circumstance. All this has been recorded
and documented. T he goa| of this Psychological terror is all the greater breakawag of Iaity and
clérgy from the MOC and their integration into the new Para”el rcligious community.

An irrefutable and obvious fact to everyone is that he is making the attempt to annihilate the
MOC forthe purposes and with the assistance of a Forelgn state and (Church, i.e. with the
l’lelP of the nationalistic forces of reaction, advocates of the idea for (Greater Serbia, which
act tlﬁrough certain structures of the Serbian state and with the help of the same forces pres-

ent in the Asscmb]y of the SOC

A” this has become clear to everyone, Particu‘arly after official rePrcscntatives of the Serbian
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Govemment had Pressec{ the Macedonian
(Government to release \/raniékovski, who is a
citizen of R. Macedonia.

With no interference into the work of the
indel:)enc]entjudiciarg, the overall Picture of
the developrﬁents sPeaks that his actions are
not in the least naive, that it is not a matter of
a lcgal case in which Vraniskovski is sen-
tenced to imPrisonment because of a verbal
misdemeanor and that with this verdict his reli-
gious riglﬂts and freedom have been imcringed
on, but that the Court has rightbjudged and
that his actions have all the characteristics of
a criminal offence of ganning rcligious and
national hatred
and discord. We
would even say
that tl’leg have
characteristics of
other actions,
too, which can be
recognizec{ as
incriminated in
‘Cl’xapter 28" of
the Criminal | aw
of R. Macedonia
which covers crim-
inal offences
against the state.
T herefore, if
after all someone
should try to
release him, show-
ing his case as a
wrong decision of
the Cour‘t, let
that one know he/she will only allow the evil
continue its course and ossiblg take up yet
larger space. If, however, the SOC and
Vraniskovski give up the way thcg have taken
to solve the church ciispute with the MOC,
then | will be the first to sign the Petition for
his Parclon and the first to lend a hand for

conciliation with the SOC. Once before |
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have stressed that only truth is an unshake-
able foundation of repentance (Forgivencss),
which, for its part, is the sole keg to resolve
the interchurch disagreemcnts. |t is not in con-
cord with common sense someone to pro-
nounce R. Macedonia a country where reli-
gious rights and freedom are ingringe& on. On
the contrary, the Macedonian nation is most
Probablg the onlﬂ one in E_uropc to which
todag, in the 2 1st century, are not recognizcc{
both its religious and national rlghts and free-
dom.

YATE about wl’ly \/raniékovski is not yet sen-
tenced for embezzlement that according to the
anlirxgs of the commission for internal control
of the fjgnod he had committed in all the
three dioceses where he had ministered as an
ePiscoPe of the MOC, you will have to ask
the comPetentJudge who has conducted the
corrcsponc{cnt Procccdings ever since the
year OO 2. What the internal control at the
Sgnod of the MOC found out was also
documented and sent to the SOC, tl’;rouglﬁ
the Serbian Patriarch Paul. Wl’xg have tlﬁey
also remained silent and taken no actions, ask
them.

6. Mag 17,2002, is connected with the sign-
ing of the so-called 'Nis document’, which can
be found on the website of the SOC. With
it, in fact, the MO was allocated autonomy
and deletion of the notion 'Macedonian'.
What was going on then?

On the su}Jject ”MOC ~ SOC” ] have Pub~

lished until now over 170 ages of written
text: some of them in my booicA 5(:,[100/ of
f"]’csychasm, some in our daily press, and
some on the website of the Macedonian
Orthoc{ox Cl’xurch. And ] wonder seeing that
somejournahsts of ours who from time to time
even write about the Church, "advocates” of

researchjoumalism, have not read them yet.
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And Fina”y, this question is unavoidable: do You not

Will theg Properly understand, thougl’), think that for the inaPProPriate moves of the church
after lﬁaving read, that is another thing. Icac{ership of the MO, for the Passivity and bad per-
At an occasion carlier | have cxplained that sonnel Policy, much easilﬂ You continuouslg shift the

all who in the future will claim that this blame on the ioumalists‘?

breakawa3 l’xappening toclag in the You see, it takes much carefulness and i(now|ec{ge when
Macedonian Orthodox (Church is a conse- writing about the Church. [t is said: when you sPeak
quence of the "Nz agreement”, should about a church person or about church affairs - carefull
know that consciot4513 or not thcg will be a [ ither what you claim will be true, i.e. the coal will be
cat's paw of the Serbian Propagancla in the cooled down and you will ciirtg your hands - that is your
chublic of Macedonia. Becausc this is soul, or you will carry unconfirmed information and thus
also one of the theses spread from catch live coals in your hand and burn JOUF‘)CI\/ﬁb alot -~
Belgrade and from the team of that i 15, harm ¢ leltly :,oul ]n both cases, you must qclmlt itis
Vraniskovski that were accepted here in our rather inconvenient. [t is the best to carry information
midst without examination and thinking. from a reliable source without much commenting, and this
With only two facts it is quitc simplg if it is a matter of information that builds up, not such
cxP]aincd w]’xg this thesis is not true: the that clc:,troq:- W!‘)cxea: it is much evil to criticize at a bad

first fact is that neither did Patriarch Paul time, P’artlcuhrlq when you have no idea about the
invoke certain 'Ni3 agreement' in his letter
of the year 2002 by which he calls the
Episcopacy, clergg, and the [aity in the
chublic of Macedonia into canonical and
liturgical unity with the Serbian Orthodox
(hurch, nor did the former Metropolitan of
FPovardarie accePting this call explain that
he was doing it on the basis of the agreecl in
Nig. Thc documents exist; everyone can
check this. T he idea sprang to their minds
agterwards} as a good retext before the
other (Churches and with the aim to fool
some naive believers of the MOC . And
second fact that what tl’)eg are c{oing is not
at all based on the Nig working document is
the Fo”owing: in the official corresponc{ence
between the Serbian exarchists and the
Serbian Fatriarchate nowhere is the name

‘Macedonian Orthodox Cl’xurclﬂ‘ men-

tioned as a reciPient or a sender of the let-

\

ter, as Providccl in‘article 14 of the working e

document in Nis. And how could it be men- essence of the matter. |n any case, ‘ournahotb are the
tfoncd, when tl‘leg all togct}‘ner~ both the least FCSPOﬂbI}JIC for what has l‘)appcncd T}‘ne ICbPOﬂbl-
Belgracle Fatriarcl’late and the gro’cesque bi Ilt9 lies on|9 in the two %Ljnoc]s of the C ]1urcl'ue:, espe-
exarchate - have an unseen Pastora! failure: ua”g in the one in Beldrade that stretches out its

they do not recognize the existence of a Preclatorg arms Ut:, Pervert non:,en:,e) begond its bor-

Macedonian nation!? ders.
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The Nis working document i?USt a guise forthe breakawag that occurred afterwards in the MOC, and

the genuine reason, which is the overall imprcssion on all of us who know the course of the events, is that
Vraniékovski made this affiliation with the SOC with the aim to maintain his lﬂig]ﬁ church Position. An
indicator of this is the critical time he chose for this move of his: he made the affiliation in the moments
when the internal control of the Ho|3 Sgnoc{ of Hierarcl’rs of the MOC had alreadg started revea!ing
his i”egal financial work.

What is important about the working document of Nig is the fact that any final agreement with the

SOC is ac{optcc{ or rejcctcd only bg the HSH
of the MOC, J’ust as the Assemblg of the

SOC confirms or rcjects the negotiating
achievements of its commission. | herefore, our
signatures are irrelevant in this case. Otherwise,
whg was it necessary the Assemb[lj of the SOC
to be convoked in order to declare for or against
the Nis working document if we decided on this or
were authorized at the level of commissions; or,
w!ﬂy was it necessary to convoke a session for the
}‘LST”] of the MOC to give its ’udgment on the
working document of Nis. |t is C]Jear that without
the aPProval of the two Synoc{s and without the
signatures of the two r’iea&s no agrcemcnt can
be acccptc& and valid and or113 with ill intention
may be called agreement. Thus, neither did
Patriarch Paul and the former MetroPolitan of
FPovardarie invoke certain 'Ni3 agreement' at the
formation of the Scrbian exarchate in
Macedonia, nor is the Serbian exarchate imPIe~
menting such an agreement, nor does such an
agreement exist. Tl’uere is a clramcbagreement as a
working draft on the basis of which the stand-
Points of the two commissions still need to be rec-
onciled.

Jn Nis we signcd mainlg because of the concor-

dance of the ecclesiological, Iiturgical, and canonical
matters between us. On a Purely theological level we reached an agreement with the SOC much more
favorable than for instance the Bulgarian and (Greek Churches have with the Constantinopolitan
F’atriarcl’late. Tnese two Cl’]urches are bound to go to Constantinople for the r“lolﬁ Myrrh (with which
r]oly Baptism is Pchormch and are given it tlwcre, }:73 which under qucstion is put their very auto-
cePhalg, and we Procurcc[ for the T'Tolg Mgrrlﬂ to be Preparcc{ in Skopjc, too. ]t was the fifth worl<ing
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document between the two delegations, altl’lough the first that was signe&; it should not have been
the Iastj though‘ :
As a commission, we were aware ourselves that we could not defend this doc-

ument before the Ho|9 55noc1 of the MOC, nor did we want to, since after

we had ncarlg finalized the church content of our agreement without any big;

ger c]isagreemcnts, immediatelg we were at cross purposes and clashed with
the Serbian commission when it came to the political dimension and content of
the agreement. We knew we could not exPlain the Serbian side not accepting
the astora”g and ecclesiastica”g well-founded term ’/nc/cpcndcncc’ instead
of the olitica”g burdened terms ’auf:onomy’ and ’autoccpha{g', and we knew
that we could not explain the pastoral absurd, i.e. the name 'Macedonian
Orthodox Church' not existing in the whole agreement, nor did we want to.
T herefore right at the woricing meeting in Nis, and this is recorded somewhere

in the minutes, both theirs and ours, we c|ear|3 Pointec{ out to the Serbian del-
cgates and warned them that without the term ‘inchendcncc‘ and without the name
"Macedonian Ol’tl’lOdOX C]ﬁurch’ there is no agreement with them nor could such an agreement
pass in the Hol3 Synocl of Hierarchs of the Macedonian Orthodox Churc}m Thatis exactlg
what happened‘ Kight at the first session of our Sgnocl after Nig, the worl(ing document was
unanimouslg and with no discussion rejected as Pastora”g not comPletelg formed, with the hoPe
fora Pastora”g better solution after the continuation of the talks.

What matters is that with the non~acceptance of our constitutional name - Maccc{onian
Orti‘wodox Church - and with the non-acceptance of the indepen&cnt status in the Ni3 working
document on the part of the SOC, and Fo”owing the "\raniskovski' scenario which tl‘xcg organ-
ized in c]espair, c|ear13 to everyone manifested itself the Purelg Politfca| dimension of the Problem
between our (hurches.

7. T he Sgnod of the MO has started renewing its lines, that is, with the consecration of the
three new E_Piscopcs the Church has answered the enemy it is |hcc~giving, Power‘Ful and has the
energy to weather all the crises. [How much does this direction create Possibilitics for stabiliza-
tion of the Position of the MOC, and also for opening a communication channel with the other
(hurches, who until now have heard from the SO C about so-called various "black tarnishes* in
our Sgnocl?

We have alreadg scen that the Problems among the Churclﬂes are due to ethnophgletism and
ca tivitg 133 the Passions, which we have located exactly in those who should lead the flock.
TEeremcore, itis necessary among us to be multiP[ied the kind of shepherds that from their sPiri~
tual beginnings and with their entire Personal development have built themselves in and grown in
the bosom of the (_hurch, Purhcied, illumined, and deified 133 Divine grace in it, who according to

their gracexcul sPiritual growth will respond to the Pastora| vocation and will bear the correspon-~

ding rank.
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T hus, we need Si'icphcrc{s who will renew Orthodox sPirituai life and will enkindle the flames of
faith, who in Practicc and bg Persorial exampie will actualize the i'ioig T radition, who will take
care of the unity and Primacg bg honor among the (Churches, who will preserve the dignitg
(ecclesial fullness) of the local ePiscoPa| (Church, and also the Pastorai auti’;oritg and credibiiitg
of the | ocal Church. Brieﬂg, we need hoiy men. | he appearance of such Episcopes will bg
all means make easier the communication and communion of the (Churches in (Christ and will
contribute to the resolution of the Probicms. This aPPiics to all Churches, csPccia”g those
whose aut]qorit\g Pretensions stretch i)cgorici their canonical borders and which l'iavirig a Plank in
their eye, are trging to remove the spcci( from their brothers’ eye bg an uttcrlg inaciequatc and
rougiﬁ instrument - a Para”el i’iierarclﬁy‘
|n addition, no one is without a sin, except for the | ord. [However, the effect and the conse-
quences of the sinin a way remain within the concrete person, Provideci the one falls, yet rises
up again; sins, yet repents in the | ord. He who knows what repentance is, believes also in the
repentance of the others and in its power. [He who 5
knows not what repentance is, believes not in the repen-
tance of others either. An unrepented sin alone is a real
otential and foundation for a yet greater sin and we
should all beware of this. T herefore there are sins com-
mitted which inevitably sPi” over and go i:;cyonci a per-
son and cause a great evil. Such is for instance the sin
against the unity of the Church and when one con-
sciousiy and deiiberateig does ti’iings that deepen the
church discords. [For such a sin it is said that not even
martyr's blood can wash it. \Whereas for them who will
bring peace it is said: Plessed are the peacemakers, for

thcy shall be called sons oiCGod (Matt‘ 5:9). Lct every-

one C}']OOSC l‘IlS own wag

8. thj are the new EPiscoPes not involved in the work
of the MOC Sgnoci? We know that canonica”y this

issue is qucstionabic; still it is a matter of important and
historical moments for our Churci} and for the Macedonian state.

T he new Episcopcs are involved in the work of the 53noci. Cer’cainig, from an ecc|esioiogicai
viewPoint their Par‘ticipation in the Sgnod is questionable, yet from the Perspective of the

Problems we are in, and also because of their introduction into the work of the Sgnoci, | would
say their Par‘ticipation is inciispcnsaijic. Moreover, their Participation is necessary for the unity
of the 59noci, too, because it is different when we share togetl'ier gooci and bad, it is different

when we bear the cross togeti‘ner as well.

9. |n the process of renewal of monasteries, that is, monasticism, and of active life in the
Church undera sPirituai guiciarice, the MOC has |ately laid tru19 authentic foundations, in
which You have a signiicicant share. There were bad moments when You were called to account
for certain states in the monasticism. | this process You Persisteci, do You still find irisPiratiori

init?
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Firstly, the renewal of monasticism is a (God's work, not man's, and a very gooc! sign for R.
Macedonia; whereas whom will (God choose as an instrument for that renewal, it does not mat-
ter.

chcwal of monasticism in terms of number of monasteries and Pcople is one thing} and renewal
in terms of qualitg of Orthodox spirftual life yet another. Onlg the second is tru13 necessary
and is the main reason for unceasing ir\sPiration for me Persona”g as well as for those whom |

sPiritua”9 guic’e.

The objcctivc is mind-and-heart prayer. A monk without this prayer is no monk. Such a monk
}33 his outward appearance onlg differs from lagmcn. Not having the mind-and-heart prayer ina
monk is a sign that his heart is caPturecl }39 Passions, especia”3 the Passion of l—liglﬁ opinion of
himself, and his mind is not illumined. An intellectual or experiencec{ mind is one thing, yet
another is an 'illumined’ mind. Without the mind-and-heart rayer there is no illumination of the

mind. Monastics may well function without this giFt until thcg are under the blcssing of obedi-

ence to a spiritual father, Particularlg such one who is a bearer of
the giF’c of the mind-and-heart prayer, still, not outside this bless-
ing.

A task of the sPiritua! father who has the giFt of the mind-and-
heart prayer is to leave heirs bearers of the same giFt. T his cer-
tainlfj does not c{cpend SO!CI\lj on him but also on the strugglc of
his &iscip!es and Particular!g on the ghct of GGod. [f he does not
accomplish this, he has done nothing. After his death the monas-
ticism that was under his sPiritua] guidance will go on ]iving by
some inertia, until it comes to a standstill again. T he monasteries,
for their part, will wait once again for a bearer of the ghct of the

mind-and-heart prayer to appear in order for them to be revived.
Yet the | ord will kecp us from such evill T he | ord looks after

[His Church and guards it.




